1982 – Ole King Cole
In 2007 we celebrated the Silver Jubilee of ‘Ole King Cole’ as we honoured the cast of our first Panto in Leisureland in 1982. Admission price was then €3.17/1.27.

Described in the ‘Galway Advertiser’ as a Cecil B. de Mille production ‘with a cast of thousands’ for which Joe McCarthy would be long remembered as the man who put what appeared to be the entire population of Renmore on stage!
Packed audiences for the 5 performances got totally caught up in the spirit of pantomime as they booed the rather scary Demon King (Paul Muldrew) and cheered heartily Margaret Duggan’s Fairy Godmother. The Three Fiddlers contributed real comedy- each character was well thought out, as the antics of Eamonn Carr, Kim Talebian and the rubber legged John Walsh were added to the City’s calendar of funny men.

Monica Gill, Marian Sweeney and Ann Sands delighted as the King’s harem in pursuit of every amorous opportunity. Maeve Canavan was a strict ‘Keeper of the Harem’.
Denis Quilty in the role of ‘Ole King Cole’ had to contend with Gerry Ferguson as ‘Anna the Governess’ sent from Ireland to civilise the natives of ‘Coleland’ (Shades of ‘The King and I’).  Mairéad Glynn and Michael Fitzgerald provided the cupid interest with appropriate duets.

Tom Duggan (Windbag) was an artful Chamberlain while ‘Man in the Moon’ was John Duggan.
Virtuoso playing the spoons was ‘Leprecaun’ Len Wright who doubled as Set Maker with J.J.McDonagh. Mexican Trumpeter Jimmy Higgins, ‘Look-out Boy’ Brendan Mee and village soloists Jacinta Kenny, Tommy Kelly and Frank Gaughan completed the Principals line-up.
Renmore Set Dancers were featured and pre-curtain choral and dancing entertainment was provided by Scoil Caithriona pupils. M.C was Seamus McFadden.
Villagers included Hilary Myles, Lorna Walsh, Rosaleen O’Hara, Carmel Garvey, Caroline Walsh, Carol Jordan, Cliona McDonnell, Eilisa McDonnell, Caroline Duane, Annette Nugent, Niamh McCarthy, Dolores Kelly, Breege Naughton, Sharon Sweeney, Terri Fitzgerald, Teresita Nugent, Mary Fay, Caroline Ward, Joan McGahon, Deirdre Gavin, Naomi Gavin, Helen Killeen, Liza Lambe, Marie Prendergast, Caitriona Costello, Grace Conneely, Una McLoughlin, Jane McLoughlin, Suzanne McLoughlin, Marie Ray, Martina Brennan, Brendan Mee, Kenny Darcy, Fergal Walsh, Gregory Cawley, Gary Hardiman, Sean Leen, Eamonn Hughes and Kevin Gaughan. 
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Diskettes (from left). Sean Power, Evelyn Prendergast, Noel Leahy, Paula Gaffney,
Fiachra Ó Ceallaigh, Gisela Junold, Coilín Ó Ceallaigh, Anna Marie Jordan, Carole Cawley, Conn Ó Ceallaigh, Gina Kelly, Ruairi Ó Ceallaigh, Susan Walsh, Brian Power. 
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Renmore Siamese Smurfs 
(Front): Edward Carr, Adrian Duggan, Donnacha Quilty, Orla Duggan, Lorraine Duane, Clodagh Lynch, Clare Barrett, Olivia Lynch, Judith Higgins, Rosanna Clabby, Carol Wheatley, John Wright, David Loughnane, Stephen Carr.
(Middle): Una Murphy, Ann Conneely, Lorraine Hughes, Evelyn Ryder, Siobhan Alone, Caitriona Duggan, Emer McCarthy, Nessa Cawley, Orla Nugent, Orina Belton, Siobhan Kenny, Fiona Duggan.

(Back): Leighanna Wright, Valerie Loughnane, Maeve Canavan, Catherine Clabby, Ann Marie Neary, Mary Ryder, Deirdre Cassidy, Aisling McCarthy, Niamh Noone, Cathy Belton, Olga Lynch, Yvonne Hosty.
Feathered Friends: 

Marian O’Connor, Myra Naughton, Sharon Walsh, Evelyn Wheatley, Marie Cassidy, Fióna Ní Cheallaigh, Carol Barrett, Reidín Fallon, Shirley King, Gráinne King.

Musical Director, Triona Glynn raised the standard for the whole show with her harmony singers Sheila Glynn, Laura Gaughan, Susan Gaughan, Maura Canavan, Christine Canavan, Valerie Wright complemented by a seven-piece orchestra under Jimmy Higgins with Paul Gaughan, Eddie Roberts, Triona Glynn, Peter Gilroy, Michael Darcy and Stephen Conneely. 

Choreography was shared by Kathleen Fay (Teenagers), Power Twins (Disco routines                                      – their ‘Star Ship Trooper’ was a show stopper), Ann Sands (Harem) and Eileen McCarthy (Renmore Smurfs). Directors of Principals were Terry Hassett-Henry and Rebecca Bartlett.
Costumes by Mary Loughnane and Valerie Wright brought a blaze of colour to the stage. Betty & Noel Quirke on Make-up and Dermot McLoughlin with his Lighting/Effects team added greatly to the production. 
Jim Naughton (Chairman), Mary Stankard (Secretary), Lily Hughes (Treasurer), Father Eamonn Dermody (PRO), Mary Barrett (Asst PRO), Breda Power (Personnel) and Liam Belton (programme, photos and video) all contributed to the overall success of this first Renmore Panto in Leisureland 25 years ago. 
Even though the quality may not match today’s technology a DVD of Renmore’s 1982 ‘Ole King Cole’ is available for purchase.
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(Continue to end of programme for more photos throughout the years).

