1985 - Galway Musical Society – the beginnings…

It was a short step from “Sleeping Beauty” to “Grease” as Renmore were planning their 7th annual pantomime for 1985.
The older teenagers were getting restless. They wanted something different. Joe McCarthy promised them “Grease” if they stuck with the Panto. 
They did and afterwards the Power Twins arrived at Joe’s door. What about that promise of “Grease”? So the Renmore Musical Society (later changed to GMS) was launched in the International Year of Youth.

That initial production 21 years ago was a real DIY job!  People in their late teens & early twenties came from all over the city. They just wanted to be involved. Director Joe McCarthy and his production team of Tríona Glynn, Brian & Seán Power and Gerry Dwyer welcomed all talent.
Sets and props were made. Lights were assembled. Costumes were begged or borrowed from wardrobes of the ‘fifties. Lines were learned and expressed. Choreography was devised & practiced. 
The “Elastic Band” came on Board. The script got amended to incorporate the best moments of the movie e.g. “Hopelessly Devoted to you” and “You’re the one that I want”.

Therese Kennedy, Noel McHale, Fergal O’Ceallaigh, Thomas Lennon and an all-weather team of dancers went to every disco & street in town to publicise the show.
Friendships blossomed. Ideas flowed and group dynamics ignited.

A shoe-string budget was initially funded themselves by these aspiring thespians. Cast and crew actually carried sets and props from storeroom to hall- a four mile walk! 

“Grease” opened for a week’s run at the Jesuit School Hall on 6th May 1985. 
Unprecedented interest abounded. Lengthy queues gathered long before each performance. Tickets were like gold dust.

Liam Quirke & the late Gerry Leydon assessed show on behalf of AIMS and agreed that the standard achieved merited membership.

Galway Corporation (now City Council) recorded a vote of congratulations at a meeting of the Borough Council. 

So many local plaudits were received that the society was invited to re-stage
”Grease” in Leisureland for 5 nights as part of their summer entertainment programme. 
Crowds filled the huge Leisureland auditorium. AIMS adjudicator reviewed the show and nominated Brian & Seán Power for Best National Choreographers Award.

John Travolta was “spotted” in Ashford Castle Hotel. Rumour spread that he was attending the final performance. An invitation was sent to him but he declined. However, nothing was done to dispel the “rumour” which ensured a full house for the final curtain!
The Cast
Eighteen year old Paula Fahy (Sandy) proved to be a look-a-like for Olivia Newton John. Playing opposite her was youthful Enda Quain (Danny Zuko). Trina O’Regan demanded some respect in her School Teacher’s role.
Brian Kelly impacted as “Eugene”. Moira Kelly (Marty), Therese Kennedy (Jan), Louise Arrigan (Frenchie) and Regina Ryan (Patty Simcox) were delightful “Pink Ladies”. Monica Gill gave a powerful interpretation of “Rizzo”.
Paul Curley (Roger), Robert Kennedy (Doody) and Gabriel Cloonan (Sonny) were excellent foils for gang leader Paul Muldrew (Kenickie).Kenneth Long (Vince Fontaine), Ann Sands (Cha-Cha), Tommy Cullinane (Leo), Tommy Reynolds (TV Floor Manager), Eamonn Carr (School Coach) and politically minded John Quinn (Wrestler) all hit the headlines.
For the later Leisureland Shows Caroline Walsh played “Marty”, Noel Murray (TV Floor Manager) and Joey Power (Wrestler). 
Girls of Rydell High were Joan Cowley, Mary Fahy, Bríd Gavin, Claire Hickey, Christina Burke, Ann Quirke, Caroline Cawley, Carmel Egan, Teresita Nugent, Nuala Byrne, Deirdre Smith, Nuala Fox, Orla O’Donnell, Cathy Bermingham, Mary Roberts, Bernadette Mullin, Marion Flannelly, Annette Nugent, Kathleen Madden, Joan Moran, Deirdre Gavin, Susan Walsh and Ann Breen. 
Guys of Rydell High were Leonard Power, Thomas Lennon, Martin Clune, Fergal O’Ceallaigh, Ciaran O’Ceallaigh, Conn O’Ceallaigh, Tony McDonagh and Joey Power.

Orchestra consisted of Jimmy Higgins, Michael O’Toole, Joe Bernie and “The Elastic Band” (Paul Gaughan, Noel Furey, Michael Staunton & Mike Arrigan).
Pit Singers were Susan Gaughan, Marion Woods, Máire Canavan, Áine Canavan, Thomas Lennon and Kenneth Long. They were augmented for Leisureland by Ronnie Lawless, Christine Canavan and Tony Canavan
Ballroom Entertainers were Brian & Seán Power.

Backstage

Len Wright devised and constructed stage set. Dermot McLoughlin devised lights & effects. 

Backstage Crews included Mike Curran, Henry Curran, Donagh McCaffrey, Peter Davey, Sean Egan, John Gannon, Johnnie Newell, Michael O’Connor, Tommy Ryan, Bernard McHugh, Joey Power, Ciaran O’Ceallaigh, Fergal O’Ceallaigh, Tommy Cullinane, Leonard Power, Claire Parkinson and Cormac O’Ceallaigh.
Sound was mastered by Gerry Dwyer & Bro Justin assisted by David Carty, Eamonn Fox, Dermot Kenny and Fergal Walsh.

Mary Loughnane was in charge of costumes. Betty Quirke and team did make-up. Hairstylists were Joan Moran, Deirdre Gavin, Teresita Nugent and Collette Mannion. 
Mary Stankard & Marion Flannelly shared secretarial duties. Breda Power was prompter. Stewarding was under Jim Naughton & the Panto Team.
Sabina Higgins assisted by Monica Gill, Paul Muldrew and Paul Curley directed the principals.

Brian & Seán Power choreographed spectacular dance routines of stunning vitality.

Musical Director was Tríona Glynn, Production Co-ordinator Gerry Dwyer and Overall Director Joe McCarthy.
END
Even though the quality does not match the standard of modern recording technology a DVD of Renmore’s 1985 ‘Grease’ is now available to purchase as a keepsake.
To view pictures of 1985
Click on VIEW PHOTOS (below) and strike the key Ctrl + Click on mouse.
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